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Rio Tinto Says Climate Change the World’s Most Serious Environmental Issue

The Greens welcome the Rio Tinto view that climate change is a deadly threat to humans and “the most serious environmental issue facing the world.”  

Victorian Greens Senate Candidate Cr. David Risstrom said today that comments by the chief of Rio Tinto’s global energy business, Preston Chiaro, reported in Wednesday’s Age are a welcome and honest position.   

Councillor Risstrom congratulated Mr. Chiaro for providing the global perspective on long term threats to human security that both of the major parties appear unable or unwilling to grasp.  

“Many of Australia’s political leaders seem to see security as something that can be achieved through more militarization, more conflict and more escalation when in fact the real security threat will come when climate change begins to bite.  That is when we will see dramatic changes to local weather and rainfall patterns in Victoria, increases in the intensity, frequency and damage from storms and storm intensity and damage to buildings as soil moisture changes.”

“The threat to international security will come when overseas countries find that floods and drought reduce the availability of land and food security.  The threat to communities will come when they face increasing shortages of water.”

“At the same time that the present Government is running its line on border security it has its head in the sand about where the long term threats are.  It needs to consider how it wants to be remembered – as the government of short term expediency or one of long term responsibility.”  

“Australian Greens policy is to reduce Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 and immediately ratify the Kyoto Protocol.”

“The Greens want Australian leaders to take their collective heads out of the sand and acknowledge that what is needed is less not more – less denial about climate change, less greenhouse gas, less reliance on fossil fuels and less stalling on Kyoto.”    
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